«X Marks the Spot

by S. Trent Troop

Production

2025




permanent
damage

You sure? | can feel it
buzzing in my teeth.

You don't
have teeth.

Okay, my

memory of
my teeth is
buzzing-



We've been bathed in
Plasma Energy since
we entered the
nebula, that's why
this is our mission.

It may irritate
our hybrid systems,
but it won't hurt us.

Auto-defenses on a secret
base in the center of a plasma
nebula! One with a door.

Good job! Now lets
find a way to ope-

Auto-defenses?
On a planetoid in
the center of a
plama nebula?




Hey, that's
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Some kind of L=
armory..?
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Made for 'tronians,
or anyone with a
hand that size, by
the look o-

Security system!
Get behind me!

Wait! There might
be more guns!




EMPLOYEE AND MERCHANDISE INVEN C
EEHTWE QUERY: ARE 40U HDSTILES? N

= What? You askin’
for a figh-
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NOT hostiles! We
are EXCEPTIONALLY
non-hostile!

— | DUERY: ARE 40U TRESPASSERS?

We're not
tresspassers.

EMPLOYEE, MERCHANDISE, HOSTILE, |
TRESSPRSSER, NEGRATIVE. UNITS
IDENTIFIED RS CUSTOMERS.
|

1 That's us.
d You got it.

PROCESSING.
PLERASE LAIT.
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Gotta love Al chat
interfaces.! = Hey... My teeth
don't tingle.
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Again? For
the last time-

SECURITY SYSTEMS DISEMGAGED
It means the
plasma field!

BRORDCASTING COORDINATES ON
ALL COMMUMICATIONS CHANNELS

Wait. That's good -

’ It would be, but our pals
news, right?

aren't the only ones out there.

-and we just told the universe that
Planet H-4X is open for business!



